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To Pickens County Council:

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the second draft of Ordinance 684, which forms a
Lake Overlay District for Lake Jocassee and Lake Keowee. We would like to publicly state our
support for the Overlay District’s effort to “balance economic growth, private property rights,
environmental stewardship, recreational opportunities, tourism interests, and the long-term
protection of valuable public resources.”

We concur that “certain land uses are inherently dependent upon access to the lakes for their
operation and function, while other land uses primarily benefit from proximity to the lakes, and
that differing development standards may be appropriate based upon such distinctions”
(Ordinance 684).

Keeping this in mind, the review of water-related and water-enhanced uses by the Zoning Board
of Appeals is appropriate. This allows for well-planned development to occur after consideration
of its impact on the lake and compliance with development standards, as well as assessment of
infrastructure needs.

The vegetative buffer and restrictions on fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides are
also justified. This wider buffer is particularly important where steeper slopes occur because
steeper slopes result in faster stormwater flows that result in contaminated runoff entering the
lake before pesticides and other pollutants can be broken down in soils.

We would like to suggest that the 100-foot buffer might be calculated on an average in some
cases, limiting reductions to no more than a percentage of the total, so that portions of a
property that can’t possibly meet the buffer requirement might be mitigated by extending the
buffer on other portions of the parcel. While larger buffers are our preference, the nature of our
region’s topography may limit the ability of property owners to build their homes.



The use of riparian buffers to prevent erosion and runoff is well-documented. Riparian zones
reduce the velocity of storm flows, consolidate the soils for streambanks, and trap and remove
nutrients and contaminants before they enter reservoirs. They also provide flood control and
wildlife habitat, increase property values, provide recreational opportunities, and reduce lawn
maintenance costs (USC Center for Environmental Policy).

FOLKS agrees that a wide buffer is necessary to protect the quality of Lake Keowee. Erosion
and contaminants in runoff are predominant concerns around the lake. FOLKS published an
article in the Summer of 2018 that included sound advice from Kyle Bennett, Pickens County
Stormwater Manager. To prevent stream banks from eroding, buffers of 30 to 100 feet are
recommended, with wider buffers needed in steeper areas with poorly draining soils. A minimum
buffer of 60 feet is recommended to promote floodplain storage of water. Other benefits, such
as habitat along streams, require even wider buffers from 100 to 700 feet.

Furthermore, research by the Statewide Task Force on Riparian Buffers indicates that some
studies recommend buffers with a minimum width of 33 feet for areas with no slope on slightly
erodable soils extending to 165 feet for 30-percent slopes on severely erodable soils. We must
be cognizant of the slopes that contribute to faster stormwater flows and more runoff into Lake
Keowee.

As an advocate for the watershed, FOLKS would like to state its support of the overlay with the
understanding that the wider buffer may require evaluations of individual property constraints
and flexible application of mitigation strategies.
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